
County Councillor’s Report – for June 2018 – Anna Bradnam 

Update from the Annual Council Meeting 15 May 2018 
 
Location of the new County Council Headquarters. 
Alconbury, just north of Huntingdon, has been chosen as the preferred site officers and members 
have been authorised to take necessary steps to buy the site. Some of us would have preferred the 
Northstowe option, or indeed renting a building in Cambridge, since it is the current transport hub.  
Specific concerns were expressed about the Transport Assessment which underpins the decision, 
being flawed, that it is wrong time to invest in a new building, when Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough may transform into Unitary Authority(ies) before very long. We were concerned about 
access for existing staff (by car, in the absence of rail or good bus services) and implications for jobs. 
We were assured that the Register Office (Births Marriages and Deaths) will retain a presence in 
Cambridge , the historic site on which Shire Hall stands will be protected and that the Archives are in 
the process of moving to Ely. 
 
New Committee Memberships were agreed – I continue to sit on Planning (Minerals and Waste), 
Joint Development Control Committee (looks at developments on the City boundary), Children and 
Young People’s Committee and the Corporate Parenting Sub-Committee (we have around 730 
Looked after Children in the County). I was appointed to the Board of the Conservators of the Cam. 
 
Nominations from the County Council were made to the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 
Executive Board and Joint Assembly, as well as to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority, its Audit and Governance Committee and its Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. The Combined Authority is seeking consent from constituent councils to levy a Business 
Rates Supplement and to transfer the Adult Education Budget to the Combined Authority. 
The Council has called for a review of Home to School transport funding, which currently costs the 
Cambridgeshire around £8 million/year at £114 per head, compared to just £15 per head in an urban 
area like Luton. Government eligibility for home to school transport has been undermined by 
government funding reducing and the council’s refusal to make gradual increases in Council Tax over 

the years. The Council is seeking a review of funding under the #Fairdeal4Cambs campaign. 
 
Around the parishes: I continue to assist Milton Parish Council in discussions with the County 

Council about the ownership of land beside the A10.  

The Conservators of the Cam are responsible for management of the river from the Mill to 

Bottisham Lock. I have met with the new River Manager, Tom Larnach and we hope to meet officers 

from the SCDC and City Single Shared Waste Service to discuss formalisation of arrangements for 

litter picking on the Cam towpath. I have recently been appointed to the Board of the Conservators 

of the Cam. 

My requests to the Local Highway Officer for cutting of overgrown verges and footpaths in 

Landbeach, Waterbeach and Horningsea have had mixed success. Visibility is much improved by 

grass cutting at Waterbeach station car park entrance and along the B1047 (but they have missed 

the southbound approach to the 30mph sign at Horningsea). Grass cutting along ‘The Backstiles’ 

footpath in Waterbeach has made access a little easier but I think the parish council may need to ask 

the landowner to trim back the hedge beside the path. I sent our thanks to Nicola Burdon for 

responding quickly. She forwarded them to the Highway Depot Manager and the crews. Horningsea 

PC have asked for trees to be cut back along the B1047 between Clayhithe and Waterbeach but I 

suspect I will be told it is a landowner responsibility.  I note that the verges have not yet been cut 

opposite Bollywood Spice junction, so I hope that major roads will be done soon. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/fairer-funding-deal-for-cambridgeshire/

